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4. Taboo Words

Taboo Words helps students practice with synonyms and descriptions. Separate the class in half 
and have the two teams sit on opposite sides of the room, facing each other. Each team will 
choose a person to sit in front of their team, facing them in the “hot seat.” You will stand behind 
the students and hold up a piece of paper with a word on it. The students in the hot seats will not 
be able to see these papers.

Teams have three minutes (or any amount of time you want to set) to get their hot seat member 
to say the word on the paper. The catch is, they can’t say the word under any circumstances.

Tips for playing in a large class. If you have more than 12 students in a class, things can get a little 
chaotic with this game. In this case, it’s usually simpler to divide everyone into teams of 5-6  
people and have only one team go at a time.


