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activities for young adults

3. PechaKucha

If your students have laptops (or a computer lab they can use) and are reasonably familiar with 
presentation software (such as PowerPoint), then all that’s left to acquire for this activity is access 
to an LCD projector.

Students can have a lot of fun speaking while giving a presentation to the class. Using projected 
images helps to distract some attention away from the speaker and can be helpful for shy students.

The “PechaKucha” style of presentation* can give added interest with each student being allowed 
to show 20 slides only for 20 seconds each (the timing being controlled by the software so that 
the slides change automatically) or whatever time limit you choose. You could make it 10 sides  
for 15 seconds each, for example.

You could also add rules such as “no more than 3 words on each slide” (or “no words”) so that 
students must really talk and not just read the slides. They need to be given a good amount of 
time, either at home or in class, to prepare themselves and practice their timing. It can also be 
prepared and presented in pairs, with each partner speaking for half of the slides.

*PechaKucha originated in Tokyo (in 2003). The name means “chitchat.”

“Nowadays held in many cities around the world, PechaKucha Nights are informal and fun 
gatherings where creative people get together and share their ideas, works, thoughts, holiday 
snaps—just about anything, really.”—the PechaKucha 20×20 format.


